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Geo- and Environmental Centre (GUZ)
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Geo- and Environmental Centre (GUZ) is a state of the art facility for 

interdisciplinary research into solutions for environmental problems, 

located at the Eberhard Karls University in Tübingen. Its prominent 

location complements the campus’ urban layout and underlines the 

Centre’s scientific importance as it brings together the previously 

scattered departments. The combined facility aims to stimulate 

exchange between individual departments in the building and other 

natural science faculties located in the area. Partially recessed into the 

site’s slope, the building is a low elongated structure spreading over six 

floors. Within its 100 by 50 m footprint, it encloses two courtyards laid 

out on different levels to cope with the inclined topography of the site. 

Geo- and Environmental Centre combines public teaching and study 

areas with specialised research and workspaces. Conveniently located 

communal facilities like the auditorium and seminar rooms in the north 

are easily reached from the campus square. The labs and workshops 

face east, with offices lining the west and south. The specialised 

activities of the Centre are on display between the seemingly solid 

concrete bands, making the building look like a block of stone with 

deep ridges that expose a glazed volume.
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